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(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

89TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, this
month many of us pause to remember
the Holocaust in Yom Hashoah com-
memorations. But on April 24, 1915, the
first genocide of the 20th century
began. The Ottoman Empire began
rounding up a group of more than 250
Armenian intellectuals and civic lead-
ers. Then soldiers of Armenian descent
who were serving in the Turkish mili-
tary were moved to labor camps and
eventually murdered.

Across Anatolia, Armenian leaders
were arrested and killed. So, too, were
the most powerless, children, women,
and the elderly, all driven from their
homes into the Syrian desert. These
mass deportations were in fact slaugh-
ters. They were death marches. Sol-
diers themselves not only permitted
the attacks on the deportees but par-
ticipated in the Kkilling and rapes. The
inevitable end was thousands upon
thousands dying of starvation or sim-
ply being worked to death, but some-
times these victims were the lucky
ones.

When the Turks deemed deportations
impractical, the genocide took other
vicious forms. In communities near the
Black Sea, Armenians were forced onto
boats, driven out into the middle of the
ocean, and drowned.

In the end, 1.5 million Armenians
were Kkilled in the genocide as the
world stood by. Henry Morganthau, the
U.S. Ambassador to Turkey, who plead-
ed with world leaders to intervene, de-
scribed the Ottoman effort to elimi-
nate the Armenian population this
way: ““The whole history of the human
race contains no such horrible an epi-
sode as this.” An American diplomat
stationed in eastern Anatolia cabled
back to Washington that “‘it has been
no secret that the plan was to destroy
the Armenian race as a race, but the
methods used could not have been more
cold-blooded and barbarous, if not more
effective, than | had first supposed.”’

Like communities that survived the
Nazis efforts at extermination, the Ar-
menian community today is often
faced by those who deny the Turkish
effort to commit genocide ever oc-
curred. Despite records and accounts
preserved in our own National Ar-
chives, there have been those bent on
erasing this horrible memory from the
annals of history.

We will not let that happen. That is
why today’s commemoration here in
the United States Congress and those
going on this week is so crucial. If the
world fails to remember the Armenian
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genocide of the early 20th century, we
do more than a grave injustice to those
who perished. We do a disservice to the
generations who have come after us
who would be left without the collec-
tive memory that binds those who un-
derstand the depth of evil that one
community is capable of unleashing
upon another.

Yet even as we remember and grieve,
we thank those in the Armenian com-
munity for the contributions they have
made around the globe since emerging
from terror 89 years ago. One need not
look too far to find Armenian-Ameri-
cans who have become pillars of Amer-
ican society. Armenian-Americans are
influential businessmen, like Kirk
Kerkorian; famous writers, like Wil-
liam Saroyan; and international sports
stars, like Andre Agassi.

In New York, internationally re-
nowned scholar and Carnegie Corpora-
tion president Vartan Gregorian spent
8 years as president of the New York
Public Library. Arshile Gorky was a
leader of the abstract expressionist
school that flourished in New York
during the 1940s. And | am particularly
proud that Raymond Damadian, who
invented the MRI, was not only a resi-
dent of New York but was a neighbor of
mine in Forest Hills. His parents were
survivors of the genocide.

As we gather, we also pay tribute to
those who have become famous public
servants, football coaches, astronauts
and others. As we gather to commemo-
rate the Armenian genocide, we do so
as a lesson to one another that we
must not forget the lessons that were
learned. We also gather to pay a mes-
sage to those who would deny that the
Holocaust ever happened. But perhaps
most importantly, we gather to send a
signal across the world that those who
seek to deny the Armenian genocide do
a disservice to all of us.

We here in the United States House
of Representatives should delay no fur-
ther in making our voices heard in this
debate. It is worth noting that the very
same people who would deny this Holo-
caust actively push that we do not con-
sider the resolution that the gentleman
from California (Mr. ScHIFF) has pro-
posed.

We gather here today to pay tribute,
but we also gather to put pressure on
this United States Congress to finally
designate what we all know to be the
case as genocide. The first genocide of
the 20th century was not the last, trag-
ically; but it is time that we correct
the history in the minds of many and
finally declare the Armenian genocide
the holocaust that it was.

———

TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL
HONOREES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, | want to
read into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
the names of five women who were hon-
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ored by the Touched By an Angel St.
Bernadette Women’s Day on Sunday
April 25, 2000, in my district. The fol-
lowing have been honored for their ex-
emplary and unselfish work and service
to church and their community:

Joan Benson. A dedicated and pro-
ductive volunteer.

Pat Botshekan. If there is any event,
she has had a significant role in plan-
ning and bringing the occasion to fru-
ition.

Marian Donkor. She has distin-
guished herself as an able and willing
volunteer, always agreeable, pleasant,
and eager to help whenever needed.

Lucille Matthews. Always focused on
her family, her church, and the com-
munity, where she visits the sick al-
most every day.

And then there is Peggy Wright. Ac-
tive in her community as block club
chairman, volunteer at St. Anne’s
Home For Unwed Mothers, she has held
many committee positions and chair-
manships.

Mr. Speaker, |1 want to congratulate
them as the angels of peace for being
honored with a Touched By an Angel
Award.

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, a few re-
marks on the Armenian genocide. My
Armenian-American friends and neigh-
bors in Los Angeles have asked me to
speak tonight as a tribute to the vic-
tims of the Armenian genocide.

As you know, in April 1915, approxi-
mately 1.5 million Armenians were sys-
tematically killed in an organized fash-
ion by the Ottoman government.
Ample documentation of these facts
exist; yet today, almost 9 decades
later, the government of the modern
state of Turkey still fails to acknowl-
edge the fact of the Armenian geno-
cide.

Turkey’s failure to acknowledge the
truth is a burden on the alliance be-
tween our two nations. | would say to
our President, it should be called as it
is, a crime of genocide. So | call upon
the President of the United States to
uphold the commitment he made back
when he was running for President and
put the United States of America on
record acknowledging the Armenian
genocide.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——————

SMART SECURITY, PREVENTING
FUTURE ACTS OF TERRORISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, almost
3 years ago, on September 11, the
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